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WHAT 

ARE YOU DOING 

AY, IN MY BASEMENT, 
JACK? 


you 
KNOW WHAT 
I'M AFTER, FAT 

MAN. 
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AND 
JUST WHAT DID 
YOU EXPECT TO GET 
AWAY WITH TA/S 


ar 
eR EVEN IF YOU COULD VE 
GOTTEN AWAY WITH THEM, HOW 
bi COULD YOU POSSIBLY BELIEVE THE ee 
NAUGHTY AND NICE LISTS WOULD _Z& 


ray 


Co 


USE YOUR 


/MAGI/INA vio) 
SHERIFF. 


THOSE BAD 
KIDS ALL TEND TO GROW 
UP INTO BAD ADULTS. AND 
WHO MIGHT LIKE TO KNOW THEIR 
IDENTITIES? THE /RS FOR 
ONE. POLICE AGENCIES. 
THE FEDS. 
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VE peBOSsIBILITIES are BE. Faia 
ENDLESS. THEY'D ALL PAY TO bom; 
GET THE GOODS. SA FAILED--AS USUAL. 


THE LISTS ARE 
AND SINCE THE CAFE. 
LISTS ARE INTERNATIONAL, 
I COULD SELL AND RESELL THEM 


“lame, I 
rave 


TO EVERY GOVERNMENT IN 


THE WORLD. 


sn AND A NEW 
BIKE, AND A RACE CAR 


SET, AND A SLED AND A MIGHTY 


, | 
MIKE THE DANGER RANGER ACTION 
FIGURE, AND HIS PAL KARATE 
NINJA NOBU, AND... 
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I ALMOST 
FORGOT! I ALSO 
NEED DANGER RANGER'S 
SECRET CONTROL CAVE 
HEADQUARTERS, WITH THE 
ROTATING ACTION CAR 
PLATFORM AND THE 
ACID PIT AND-- 


WELL, DARIEN, IF YOU 
GET THAT, THEN I WANT 
THE VILLAINS, SO I CAN 

KICK YOUR BUTT. 


a DIAMOND FIST 
AND MADAM SLITHER AND 
THE DREADED DOCTOR 
nla 
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AT'S IT, “te 
SNOW. NESE ‘CUBS Is ‘ 
ARE WATCHING FAR 


TOO MUCH TV. 


WE GOING > 
GET IN TROUBLE 
FOR FLYING, 
MOMMY? 


WILL WE HAVE 
TO START OVER AGAIN, TO 
GET TO LEAVE THE FARM 
SOMEDAY? 


NO, TODAY 
DOESN'T COUNT. 
YOU GET A ONE-TIME 
SPECIAL DISPENSATION 
WHILE DECORATING 
THE CHRISTMAS TREE. 


BUT THAT'S A NO FAIR, DAD! JUST 
GOOD IDEA. YOU BECAUSE THERESE 
UNRULY BRATS CAN MISUNDERSTOOD 

HELP WITH THE MOMMY? THERESE 

DISHES, AFTER ALWAYS MISUNDER- 

SUPPER. STANDS! 
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SPECIAL DISPENSATION. 
DISHPANS? WE \/ IT MEANS THIS ONE TIME 
HAVE TO DO | IT DOESN'T COUNT AGAINST 
DISHES? A YOU. IT STILL COUNTS AS 17 
DAYS ACTING TOTALLY HUMAN. 
ONLY 13 DAYS TO GO, 
STARTING AGAIN 
TOMORROW. 


ANOTHER 
DIRTY PARENT 


TRICK! 
POOR 


OPPRESSED KIDS. 
NO ONE HAS EVER 
SUFFERED AS 


BUT WE TOOK SCOOT, You 
TOO LONG DOING IT. WE'LL © RUFFIANS! WASH UP FOR DINNE 
HAVE TIRED, SNe? KIDS LICKETY-SPLIT! 
LATER. 


AND GROUND 
YOURSELVES THIS INSTANT! 
SPECIAL DISHPANS TIME IS 

OVER! 
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I'M AT PEACE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN-- 


OUR FIRST CHRISTMAS 
TOGETHER AS A COMPLETE 
FAMILY. 
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--WELL, IT'S 
BEEN SOME TIME. ONE 
POSSIBLE CLOUD, 

THOUGH. 


ees 
~ 


» X 


N 


— Ww IN ALL THE CHAOS OF GETTING 
MY ONLY EXCUSE READY FOR THIS SEASON I FORGOT 
IS THAT I'M OLD, SET IN MY WAYS AND TO ASK YOU WHAT YOU WANTED FOR 
COMPLETELY UNTRAINED FOR ALIFE A CHRISTMAS 
OF DOMESTIC BLISS. : ; 
1S THAT 
ALL? YOU HAD ME 


SPILL, WOLF 
WORRIED, YOU 


MAN? WHAT'S THE J 
TROUBLE? 


FINE, IT'S A REASONABLY 
I'M HALFWAY SERIOUS HERE. SERIOUS QUESTION. DO YOU WANT 
I'VE KNOWN FOR MONTHS WHAT EACH A SERIOUS ANSWER, THEN? 
OF THE MONSTERS WANT. THEY'VE DONE 4 a 
NOTHING BUT SCREAM IT FROM THE (1A 
HIGH HEAVENS. Pen ise 
» IT MIGHT UPSET 
yOu? 


SNOW, I'LL GIVE 
YOU WHATEVER'S IN MY ), 


SAID THAT. I WANT US ALL TO GO BACK TO THE 
HOMELANDS, AS A FAMILY. NOT ae 


be POWER TO GIVE. aii ime. H 
QA ry 4 fy 
RY i 
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K) OKAY, BUT REMEMBER YOU 


NO, NOT TO 
THE PARTS OVERRUN 
BY THE ADVERSARY, BUT 
TO THE DISTANT HIGH 
MOUNTAINS, WHERE YOUR 
FATHER HAS HIS 
KEEP. 


BUT, SNOW, 

HE'S A-- 

SO HAVE 
YOU AND SO HAVE 
I. WE AZZ HAVE OUR 
PAST SINS. BUT THIS IS 
WHAT I WANT AND THIS 
IS WHAT YOUR CHIL- 
DREN NEED. 


DONE TERRIBLE 
THINGS! 
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I KNOW HOW you BUT MR, NORTH 
AND HE DON'T GET Y IS OUR CHILDREN'S 
ALONG, AND ITMIGHT GRANDFATHER AND 
SURPRISE YOUTO THEY ADORE HIM. IT'S 
DISCOVER THAT I , NOT RIGHT THAT THEY 
ALREADY KNOW SHOULD HAVE TO 
MOST OF CHOOSE SIDES 
WHY. BETWEEN THE 
TWO OF YOU. 


WE'RE PARENTS NOW, WHICH 
MEANS THE KIDS ABSOLUTELY COME 
FIRST, NO MATTER WHAT UNCOMFOR- 
TABLE POSITIONS THAT PUTS 
US IN. 


T'LL 
THINK ABOUT 
IT. 
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HE NEXT IT'S SOMETHING 
DAY EVERYONE FORGOT WE IT LOOKS 


7 HAD IN STORAGE UNTIL BUFKIN Y daa 


e| DUG IT OUT OF ONE OF THE Jee HA 
\ DEEPER RECESSES oF, THE 
BUSINESS OFFICE THE 
eS” OTHER DAY. 


| Rg” SNow BROUGHT NO 
hal azaeian rabte LANDS Jo GAME MAGIC BEANSTALK 

RABI ps ~ 
SMANY, MANY MOON YOU OFFICIALLY STILL KNOW 


NOTHING ABOUT. 


THEY 
SHIPPED IT UP 


HERE YESTERDAY S seinen 
/ TO USE AS A TAX/ KEEP YOUR YAP SHUT merece 
FOR GOING UP AND ABOUT IT, COMPRENDE, ‘ - 
Se DOWN THE MAGIC COWBOY? 
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fpr MANY, MANY MOONS 
2 AGO. . 
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CARPET. A \ 


g = ; wow! 


aa ARE WE 
r r\ COOL! GOING TO 
Wag rY IT? 


SOMEONE 
HAS TO LEARN 
HOW TO PILOT THIS J 
VERY SPECIAL THING. __@ 
ONE OF THE al 
FLYING 
VARIETY. 


CARE TO 
RISK LIFE AND LIMB 
Bae HELPING ME FIGURE 


7 
ABSOLUTELY! 
am OUT HOW? e wy 
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GOOD, BECAUSE T 
WAS WORRIED HOW I WAS 
GOING TO HAUL ALL OF THESE 
GIFTS OVER THE HIGH HILLS 
FOR MY LOVELY NEPHEWS 


SHOULD DO THE TRICK, 


PROVIDED WE'RE ABLE 
TO SUSS IT OUT WITHOUT 


KILLING OUR- 
SELVES. 
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WHO CARES? IF WE i yer. Wd 
BUY THE FARM, ATLEAST IT \ RISE UP MAGIC ¥ 
WILL HAVE BEEN FOR A GOOD CARPET! RISE L 


CAUSE. READY TO 
G0? 


We MAYBE 
IT DOESN'T SPEAK 
\_ ENGLISH? 3 
T WY 


F WELL 


( I DON'T SPEAK | 
ARABIC. 


/ SEE ANYTHING ‘ 
THAT LOOKS LIKE 


INSTRUCTIONS2 


NOPE. 
) ( LET'S CHECK 
THE OTHER 


NSS 


ABRA 
KADABRA! 


UH OH. 
ANY IDEA HOW WE 
GET BACK DOWN 
AGAIN? 
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WELL, =X 2>> 
THAT'S AVERY \ 


DANGEROUS AND 


STUPID CONTRO! 
SYSTEM! aes 
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IT'S GOT TO DO 
WITH WHERE YOU PULL OR 


UNTIL WE'RE SURE HOW 
TO DO THIS. 


Ny; 
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arama 
OVER 
THE RIVER AND 
THROUGH THE 
WOODSs-- 


UCH LATER |o 
THAT DAY... 


Z SURE. YOU HOOLIGANS 
DIDN'T THINK YOU'RE THE ONLY 
ONES IN THIS CLAN WHO CAN 
FLY, DID YOU? 


SURPRISINGLY 
EASY, ONCE YOU GET 


THE HANG OF IT. MOSTLY ) 


JUST HOW YOU SHIFT 
YOUR WEIGHT. 


AUNTIE 


5 
ROSE! AUNTIE 


YOU BROUGHT 
\, PRESENTS! 
o= 
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GREETINGS, X 
WOLFPACK! HO 
HO HO! 
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YOU'RE 
ON A FLYING 
CARPET! 


T 
SUPPER, OF COURSE. NO 


ARGUMENTS. “<a 


EVERYONE 
Af HELP CARRY SOMETHING 
INSIDE, BUT NO PEEKING, 
SHAKING OR ACCIDENTALLY 
RIPPING. 


Zz 


AN 4 
ATER THAT SAME f “és 
EVENING.., mh 
‘ Wy Lo 


(74 


COFFEE'S FINE. THE 
LAST TIME I DRANK ANYTHING 
ALCOHOLIC, I CONCOCTED THE 
BRILLIANT PLAN OF INVADING 
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P7 WOW,IDIDN'T NW 
REALIZE HOW LATE 


TF 


AND I SHOULD 


s 


—— oN NN - : aw a 
me BS 
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> NOT A CHANCE. 
FLYING BACK OVER THE HILLS 

\ IT'S GOTTEN. ROSE IN AN OPEN PLATFORM? IN TA/S COLD? 

} YOU'LL BE BUNKING HERE FOR 

BE GOING. ~~ THE NIGHT. 


SSN 


COFFEE, BLUE, 
_( OR ARE YOU READY 
FOR SOMETHING 
STRONGER? 


FABLETOWN CHAPTER OF 
THE VERY EXCLUSIVE 
INVADE THE HOMELANDS 
ON YOUR OWN CLUB, 
I'LL SIMPLY SAY: 

THANK YOU. 
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WE'VE GOT SCADS OF %&® 
ROOM. BESIDES, JUST TRY ¥ 
TEARING MY SISTER AWAY £1 

FROM THE KIDS a 


> SURE, THESE 
GIFTS FROM AUNTIE ROSE NS 
AND YOUR PARENTS ARE FINE, » 
BUT THE REAL GOOD STUFF’ PEE a ' 
STILL COMES FROM ® 

“ IN te dy, 7S, WINTER, AND GUESS 

SANTA. , WHAT? HE'S ONE OF 
US. AFABLE. dl 


EXCEPT EXACTLY. HE'S TO STAY UP ALL OKAY, DO 
THAT HE LWEE WP eencnep siceete NIGHT AND SEE THAT IF YOU WANT 
AT THE NORTH KEEP ADVERSARY GOBLINS HIM! TO, BUT WOULD YOu 


LIKE TO KNOW 
ANP OGRES AND BOGEYMEN ANOTHER BIG 


FROM COMING SOUTH 
TO GET US. SECRET? 


YOU HAVE TO 
PROMISE NEVER, EVER, TO 
TELL ANYONE ELSE. 


IF You Do STAY 
UP CHRISTMAS EVE AND CATCH 

SANTA WHILE HE'S IN YOUR HOUSE, HE PRESENTS FROM HIM 
HAS TO ANSWER ONE QUESTION. FOR THE WHOLE 


ANYTHING YOU ASK. YEAR. 
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Vy Dot much later, 
eee Not a creature is 
} stirring... 


.. Until eventually 
the tinkling of distant 
Y sleigh bells breaks the 
somber quiet. 


XS @yZisy 
Ke a ~s NB 
SS SRO Beak 7s A LES 
| Sy AUP — 


OH, LITTLE 

AMBROSE. WHAT 

ARE YOU DOING 
UP SO LATE? 


I WANTED 
TO STAY UP AND 
Vtg SEE YOU, AND... 
OF COURSE. LE ) aN UHM... WANTED 
I KNOW EVERY 3 s TOwn 
CHILD'S NAME. YOU'RE ‘ 
ON MY LIST--UNDER THE 
“NICE” HEADING, 
YOU'LL BE GLAD 
m. TOHEAR. ee 


NO, Los 
WELL, SURE, 
BUT,,,.YOU SEE, I 
REALLY WANTED 
1Ois 


—- SETTLE DOWN 
I HAVE A WW OH, THE : YOUNG WOLFLING, AND 
QUESTION! | QUESTION. FIGURE OUT WHAT YOU 
y ) REALLY WANT WANT TO ASK ME. WE'RE 
A YOU KNOW THE D> TO KNOW.., IN NO HURRY. 


PRICE, DON'T 


YOU WON'T 
GET ANOTHER 
PRESENT THIS J 


SAYS YOU GO TO EVERY 
HOUSE IN THE WORLD, 
WHICH IS MILLIONS AND 
BILLIONS--AND THAT'S 
LIKE EVEN MORE THAN 

A THOUSAND. 4 


DON'T GO TO 
ONE AFTER 


~. DO YOU GET TO 
7 ALL OF THEM, ONE 
AFTER ANOTHER, 
BEFORE THE NIGHT 
1S GONE? 4 


eae, 
I Just ws 


| / MAKE ONE SINGLE 
K( TRIP ON CHRISTMAS 
: EVE. 


THIS IS A MAG/CAL NIGHT, 
AND I'M A VERY MAGICAL FABLE. IT ALL 
I ONLY MAKE ONE TRIP TONIGHT, HAPPENS AT 
BUT IT'S A TRIP THAT GOES ONCE. 
TO EVERY HOUSE ON 
MY LIST. 


SO, WE'RE 
THE ONLY ONES 
WHO GET PRESENTS 
THIS YEAR? 


YOUNG 


IT'S JUST A LUMP 
OF COAL. 


I'M HERE, RIGHT NOW, 

RY TO TALKING TO YOU, AND WHEN I'm 

EXPLAIN, DONE WITH THAT, I'LL FINISH LEAVING 

PRESENTS HERE, AND THEN T'LL 
GO HOME. 


Se. LO Se ee ee ee 
§ “BUT AT THE SAME TIME, I'm [I 
ALSO AT YOUR AUNTIE ROSE'S “ 
1.4 HOUSE, LEAVING GiFTs FoR ft & 
. HER AND MR. BLUE. 


“AND I'M ALSO NEXT DOOR, : 
GIVING MUSTARD POT PETE A & Co 
NICE SELECTION OF JELLIES, 
AND A NEW SET OF PENS FOR 

STINKY THE BADGER. 
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~~ ND I'M ALSO STANDING IN THE | [i “AND I'M IN A HOLLYWOOD MANSION, § 
> NOW OUTSIDE OF REYNARD'S BM I LEAVING A LUMP OF COAL IN THAT p 
SY DEN, LEAVING HIM HIS FRESH |] I RAScA 
SHOT CHRISTMAS PIES. 


L JACK HORNER'S STOCKING.” 
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“AND I'M ALSO 
IN FABLETOWN. 


“WELL, NOT A 
RA CHIMNEY 
S| EXACTLY, BUT I 
y CAN IMPROVISE 
WHEN NEEDED. 


; GOOD = 
ANOTHER FELLOW EVENING, FLY. 
NAMED AMBROSE-- YOU'RE AWAKE 
THE ONE YOU WERE F 

NAMED AFTER.” 


YES, I THOUGHT YOU 
MIGHT RECOVER YOUR 
MEMORIES WHEN YOU 
CHANGED INTOA , 
FROG AGAIN. 


THAT'S A 
ef TOUGH BREAK. 
ESPECIALLY SINCE 
I CAN'T LET YOU 
A. FORGET EVER 
WELL, WE 
BOTH KNOW YOU'RE 
NOT DOING TOO WELL 
RIGHT NOW, DON'T WE2 
NO MORE CROAKING, 
YOUNG MAN. I KNOW £ 
YOU CAN TALK. 


gee PART OF A — ZF) \ ’ Beree WY 

ERY DIFFICULT SET 2 —S- oe 

OF SPECIAL GIFTS I < Y A VISITOR FOR AMBROSE? 
HAVE TO GIVE YOU | eS: aN You. HUSBAND Z 


THIS YEAR.  7¥ TZ 
Wig IN HON-EY? 
YT PART! A a BUT. , YOU'RE 
NEXT PART'S s pee 
GOING TO HURT : 
EVEN MORE. 


C a 
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ere een ae di y J 
FARTHEST FIELDS THAT \ 
dX, KNOW--BROUGHT HERE = )))?)2)")") 
ats Wa at 
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AT SOME COST. whoa 


DARLING, Z 

I CAN ONLY STAY 

LONG ENOUGH FOR 
ONE KISS. 


“al 
=a i 


f 
<2 


\ 


i 


' 


\ 
A 


32 


ex: 


ta 


I HOPE YOu'LL 
BE ABLE TO SEE 
WOULD you SOMEDAY THAT IT'S 


DO THIS TO 


— > 


VAN GE 


MATTER HOW MUCH 
IT HURTS NOW. 


YOU'RE THE ONE. 


YOU FOUL, 
MEDPLING OLD 
CREATURE! 
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A GREAT WAR IS 
COMING, AND WHEN IT DOES 
MANY FULL WORLDS WILL D/E, 
PERHAPS ee THIS 
ONE. 


- UNLESS YOU N 
ALONE HAVE THE STRENGTH 
AND WILL TO DO THE HARD AND 
TERRIBLE THINGS THAT NEED 

TO BE DONE. : 


FOR THE BEST--NO | 


BUT I HAD 3 
TO DO IT, BECAUSE 
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I DON'T < 

KNOW ANY MORE are | 
THAN THAT. BUT YOU'LL ¥ im 4 GOODBYE, 
KNOW WHAT TO DO ay ‘i @yx am AMBROSE. I WISH 

WHEN THE TIME ae THIS COULD HAVE 

COMES. —_ VF BEEN A BETTER 

PROVIDED HOLIDAY FOR 
: YOU'RE WILLING TO you 
PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS 
AND TAKE UP A MAN'S 
BURDENS AGAIN. 


SAME TIME I'M IN EUROPE N& 
AND CHINA AND DARKEST AFRICA 
AND EVERY MUNDY HOUSE IN THE 
WHOLE WIDE WORLD--OR EVERY 

ONE THAT STILL BEL/EVES, 
ANYWAY. 
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I THINK 
I DON'T, BUT 
MAYBE TI 

yO. 


/ THINK YOU'RE TIRED 
AND NEED TO GET TO 
BED, BEFORE BIG BAD 
WOLVES CATCH YOu 

SNEAKING AROUND 


4 JP” \&@ 


AND ) 
YOU CAN STOP © 


A LURKING IN ) £4 P =< EVENING, 
7 \ THE SHADOWS, Loe Za < OLD MAN. 


{ YOU DIDN'T PREVENT YOUR \aeS IT'S A LONG RIDE HOME SOMETHING, 
Boy ae? SNEAKING IN BEFORE THE SUN 
ERE. 


ys CHRIS? 

4 WHY? A ES RISES. J ——— 

Y cus's GOT TO TRY _—— N 
| KS 


se —4 a Gee VY WELL, IT'S GETTING AREN'T you 
I'M SURPRISED SS LATE AND I NEED To Go. WI FORGETTING 


JB THINGS AND HAVE \, : nae == =~ 
WE ADVENTURES, SO HE 1 

a DOESN'T GROW UP 

>, 10 BE A TIMID 


ar AWAY WHERE NO 
ONE WILL EVER GET P 
CLOSE TO STEALING 
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hristmas 
from 
abletown 

and the 
entire 
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